THE|CONQUEST! OF TYFHUS
To. rthé ‘w;[nder arugy pf:
-¢ine e\ 8L now add .
letfer: Iepirlnmml gints f‘
chlora-diphelyl-tr chlbroel
killer Which ‘madp it gogaibie
Army to save Naples from th
of typhus, Here we hn_vbfa.h‘}lthe c
of & lag between B discovery
applicatipn. ! IDT Wwas tirat syl
n 187 ny a'lyoung aﬁu exit;“o hman
Zeldler, of Btrasbourg.’ ‘It Ihas taken
nearly spventy years to; dln over 1ta»
remarkable propertics as sn itiﬂec Md- )
and this after hundreds: of /diffgrent
compounds had beeh tried ‘againit the
typhua-carryidg louse,

DDT seems!almost toa gopd fo be
true.. It can kil ithe Japanese beetle,
whi h ‘has thus far resisted al} efforts
to control . it; ﬂxea {spray walls | with
DD’lt‘ and no-fly will go near ,the n for
thrée month$); fnoths of. the fruit
and‘ clothes |destpoying variety, the
boll1 weevil,” mbsquitos, termites, {fleas,
bugs of any kind Neapolitam’ erélnow
thrdwmg DD‘I; at brides instea.d of ’rice.
runs the story. Mayhe it 15 beca.use
nobody in Italy fa wasting taoa |these
days; maybe it is because of gratitude,
At any rate, it icoks bad fox* ngﬁiw -
tural peuts as well! ‘s for all the 1nhecz¢
that cprry diseash gemjs and inject
them ihto the bléod of: ammala,
men, If the tales of DDT mzraclea
borne out, there ought to‘ bé no excuse
for any insect-borne disease. A l,lquse-
fly ought to. become a curiosity; |
ought to lead flealess lives of bixbs.

Though the msecticzdal properties of
DDT were discovered in sthzerland
in 1939, when the potate crops 'was
threa.tened. with deatructxonn bi' the
Colorado beeﬂe, the scientists of the
Rocketellerj Foundatlon must be;¢red-
ited with‘ the miracle performed in
Naples and described in the Science
Department of today's TIMES. Wfth
Rockefeller aid the Army et up mass
delousing atations in Naples and treatcd
1,500,000 at the rate of 50,000 a .day.
DDT was sl)rmkled in cldthes 'nght on
the person. and did its louse-re elling
even after. eight ' washinga, ; i hus,
more dreaded than ‘bullets in any prmy.
is now simply unknown among. oyr gol-
diera and sailors.

We have not heard the end of this
story, by lofg odds. When .the Vbar ia
over, much of Eurobe will ha*}e to
be deloufed and ‘immunized : a&ainat
typhus. ‘It is not hkely that the fHight-
ful ravages of typhus after. the  lest
war, when whole . cpmmunitxel | were
decimated, will be repeated. ‘We shall
atill hava, our regrets about the long
delay in ma.klng the mostiof DDT after
its fu-st,qyntheais It is:the’ atory of
nulfa.nﬂamxde atl ovfer| again—the Istory
of & chemlat who hgd isyntgheslzed what
he thoughit wan only la dye but \\vhlch
‘turned out to be the tirst advance made
r chemétherapy since Ehrllch discov-
ered 808, It there i any fuoral u;]
it ig that half n dozen qcientistj ork-
ing together as a team\ are mors lkely
to make| thy utmost use of a néw dis-
covery than one prima donda’of the
laboratory




