
1¢ Boulevard Baudin
Alziers

Januery 15, 1943

His. “xeellency, "r. Rovert Murphy
Tnited “tates Vinister to Alveria
Algiers

Tear ir, Yurphy:

The cable of January 5, 1945, from Vr, Norman "avis to Wr,
Richard ™,. Allen discussed the imerican “ed Cross position in
reference to the North African Yelief problem in the svent
that Governor Lehmants orvanization should as e direct
responsibility for it. In the last perazraph#Ry said cable
reference is also made to the services which,” &© “trode had
contemplated and oy inference 1t seems clear us that “r, “avis
wishes us to refrain from any such comaitmentd until the «itua-
tion is clarified.

“he services referred to above were:

le A atudy to evaluate the present nutritional state of the
population and to determine the nature and ¢grav’'v of such defi-
clencies as may be found,

2e A typhus fever study directed towards determininzs the extent
to which the Army louse powder can oe relled upon to disinfest
anative ctvil population and also to easteblich shether in the
face of an epidemic the powder alone or the powder rlus chemical
fumication will stop transmission of the disease.

It is our considered opinion that both these studies should be
held in abeyance pendins our discussions in ashinrston and New
York. At the same time, Lt has gesmed advisaole, while «ae are
still in Algeria, to conduct preliminary tetks with aprropricte
Trench officials and memvers of the “acul’+ of Fedecine of ‘lger
so that “ork could atart promptly if the ay is opens? ov ‘ashe
inston egreemeni se

‘6 veg to report our conviction that the American “ed ‘ross and
the Rockefeller “oundation would be prepered to ongsge upon both
\these studies rather promptly, he nubri:cion stucy o-cause of
‘its nature is intimately ralated to the food relief proctram, but
the typhus fever study is quite independen’ thereof and could in
our @steem 26 eancaged upon by direct nerociation vith the ‘asteur
Instituse of Alveria, As a matter of fact we have already asta-
plished a clear unceratanding with ". “dron? “ervent, Tiractor
of the Instilute, and #e can vepor®s thar the studv can start in
Vareh if facilities are proviced for the transportation of par-

sonnel and supolies fror the “nlted “tates,



‘Ye have clscussed both these studies with Colonel Corby, the rank=

ing American officer at Vedical Headquarters in \lzer, and ve are

ina position to quote his hearty approval of ooh, He expressed

particular interest in the typhus study oeceuse of the value it

may have to the health of the American Army,

This letter has as tts primarv obfective to secure in principle

your support to the issuing of Sfecial “rders by “ashin«ton
go that two or three members of the Yeckefeller Vounsstion
staff may proceed to Alzer oy alr transport soon afar our ra=

turn to the United States.

Nespeetfully submitted,

Richard ©, Allan
Vice Chairman
American “ed Cross

TH » Seorze re Strode

Associate “Lrector
Internetional Haalth Mivision
Rockefeller “oundetion


