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Deayr Sir

In the January 11, 1947 Journal on page 101 under the general title,
"History of the Amsrican Medionl Assoclation,® there is a chapter, "Admission of
Regro Delegnten,” which is worthy of comment,

The mterial of thie chapter is taken from the ninutes of the Twenty-
First Annual Session of the American Yedicel Associntion held in ¥ashimgton, D, C,
in 1870,

The egsence of the chepier i that by & vote of 115 to 90 men from the De.
partment of Hedicine of Howard University and Freedwen's Hospital were bdarred from
monberdiin.,

Todey, seventy~seven years later, this ruling =411l stanie. 1 shall not
argue the case for edmission as it stood in 1870, dut I do feel that this age-long
poliecy of disorimimation under what guise or pretext is one of the dark pages in
the history of an organisation which otherwisze has many dright ones.

In 1870 Howard iniversity wee but three yesars old., Its professors, % a
large degree, were lorge.souled physiclans of the northern ammy who, while zdmine
istering to the sick who came under their care through the Presdmen's Buresu,
£ave thelir time, often et grest personsl sscrifice snd with rare devotion, in
helping men who were but vecently slaves %0 learn to sssist the sick and afflicted
of thelr moce. Rejected by the District Vedicsl Soclety, they helped form the
¥ational Hedioal Soolety so that there would be some medlum for axpression of
their ocomeon problems and aims., Your peges now recite the story of their rejeotion
by the American Hedioal Association.

The men in iashington, the netion's ocapital, are atill rejected nlthough
there can de no doudt of thelr qualifications by any standarde, and so likewiss ore
all of the Yegre physicians who happen to live in the South,
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At Boward University for meny years no phyuician has deen considered fora
position of prafessorial or assvoiate professor yank in the preclinical sres who has
net earned a Ph, I, in his speaial fisld. In Freedmen's Hospital, the tesching how.
pital for the clinical yesars, & man muet have suocessfully pessed his specialty
board o de considered for the position of assistant professor, The chief of every
department and suddivision fn the departasnts is & cortified spscialist in nane and
practice, lMatdh thess stendards with fhose of the great hospitals of the land and
they will be found good, Duk Lt will not gmnt them the privilege of discuseling cormon
probtlens with fellow physicians in the learsed councils of the imerican Nedioal Aseo-
eiation now celebruting its one huniredth birthday. One hundired yesrs of macisl
dMMgotry and fatuous pretense; one hundred years of gross disinterest in a large seo.
tion of the Awericsn people whose medical woloe 1% purperts %o be -~ as regams the
prodlen of Negroes which 1% reised in 1870; ons hundred years with no progress 0 re-
port. A sorry resord,

The American Speoislty Boards sscept » man on the dasis of merit; the American
College of Surgeons has recently erased ¥he infamous poliay of discrimination and has
made & wen's ethicsl and surgical standarde the sole mesguring rod; the Intermatioml
Colleges open their doors to ten of lile teaining snd luterssts regardless of ruce or
nationality; but not the great Americen Nedical Association., If a small minority of
county or state chapters persist in wagring the vhole body, snd the dody sg a shole
saies no move te direst its own destiny, then it mwi de considerel a Yody without
true strength and purpose or oms vhidk 1lkms the way it is going. The Aneriean Ved~
o2l Aesociation should not start 1ts second century with unfinighed businecses of this
kKind waking mockery of 1ts continuous protestations of lsadership in msdicine wnder
the great and Zres American way of life.

Yoxy tmuly yours,

Chayles B, Drew, ¥, D,
Profeuncr of Surgery, Howard University
¥edloal Director, Freednen's Hosplital
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