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Dear Sirs

In the Jenuery 11, 1947 Journal on page 101 unter the general title,
“History of the American Medical Agssoolation,® there is a chapter, "Adeiesion of
Negro Delegates,“ which is worthy of comment.

The mterial of thie chapter is taken from the minutes of the Twenty~
First Annual Session of the Amertoan Yedical Association held in #ashinzton, 3. ¢,
in 1870.

The essence of the chapter is that by o vote of 115 te 90 men from the De~
partment of vedicine of Eowarl University and Freednen'ts Rospital were barred from
menberahin.

Todey, seventy-seven years later, this ruling «111 etanie. I hall not
argue the cage for edmisaion as it etood in 1670, but I de feel that this age-long
policy of diserimination under what guise or pretext te one of the dark pager in
the hietory of an orgenisetion which otherwise has many bright ones.

In 1870 Howart University wee bat three years o14d. Its professors, to a
lerge degree, were lerge-souled physicians of the northern argy who, while admin.
istering to the sick whe came under their care through the Fresimen's Buresu,
eve their tine, often at creat personal sserifice anid with rare dewtion, in
helping men who were but recently slaves to learn to sasist the sick and afflicted
of their race. Rejected by the District Medics] Sealety, they helped form the
National vedioal Soolety so thet there would be sone medium for expression of
their common probleme and aims. Your pages now recite the story of their rejection
by the American Mediogal Association.

The men in daghingten, the nation's capital, are atill rejected although
there oan be no doubt of their qualifications by any stendarde, and eo likewise are
all of the Negre physiciane who happen to live in the South.
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At Howard University for many years no phycician has been considered for a
pesition of professorial or asacciate professor rank in the predlinical area who has
not earned a Ph. 0. in his special field. In Freedmen's Hoapitel, the teechinag hos
pital for the clinical years, « man must have successfully passed hie special ty
‘oard to be considered for the position of assistant professor, ‘The chief of every
department and subdivision in the departamte is a certified specialist in name and
practice, Match these standards with tose of the great hospitals of the land and
they will be found good, but it will net gmant them the privilege of diecuselng common
problems with fellow physicians in the learned councils of the American Medical Asso-
elation now celebrating its one hundredth birthday, One humired years of racial
bigotsy and fatucus pretense; one hundred years of gross disinterest in a large seo-
tion of the American people whose medicol wolee it purserts to be ~ ag regards the
preblem of Negroce which 1% raised in 1870; ons hundred yeors with no progress to re-
pert. A sorry redord,

The American Specialty Boards aecept « man on the besia of merit; the American
College of Surgeons has recently erased the infamous policy of discrimination snd hes
wade a wen's ethical eni surgical standards the sole measuring red; the Intermtion}
Colleges open their doors to men of lille training ani interests regartless of race or
nationality; but not the great American Medical Agsociation. If a small minority of
county or state chapters persist in wegeing the whole body, and the body sea a whole
males no move te direst its own destiny, then it must be considered a Body wi theut
true strength ani purpose or one whidk likes the way it is ging. ‘The American ved-~
foal Aewociation should not start ite secon? century with unfinished business of thie
kind waking mockery of its continuous protestations of leadership in medicive wer
the great and free American way of life.

Very truly yours,

Charles EB. Drew, H. 3.
Profesor of Surgery, Fovard University
Nedioal Director, Freedmen's Kospital
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