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Mrs. J. F. Bates
Biology Department
I, M. Terrell High School
Fort Worth, Texas

Dear Kre. Bates:

I coneider the program which you are sponsoring on January 29,
1947, as a great honor. One seldom merits such honer, for in the field
of science wherever any advance is made the work of many people is in-
wolwed and it always seems just a little bit unfair that one name
should be chosen from the list for special commendation.

fo your stulents I would say thie: ‘here are so many things
sti11 unknown in almost every realm of knowledge, ani the need for this
knowledge ie so great that in the very vaet majority of instances any
new addition not only is accepted but the individual who creates the
work 1s accepted without very much regard to rece, oolor, or creed.
There are many difficulties to ovexrgome 14 ie true, but our greateat
aiffieulty etill remains in the fact that we do not have very much to
offer which anyone wants, So much of our energy ie spent in overcoming
the constricting environment in which we liwe that little energy is
left for creating new ideas or things. Whenever, however, one breaks
out of thie rather high-walled prison of the "Negro prodlem" by virtue
of sone worthwhile contribution, not only is he himself allowed more
freeion, but a part of the wall crumbles. And so it should be the ain
of every stulent in science to mock down at least one or two bricks by
virtue of his own acdomplishments,

Very sincerely yours,

Charles KR. Drew, M.D.
Profeseor of Surgery
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