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Jebruary 17, 1949

Dr, BEdwin G, Kred
Department of Chemistry and
Chemical Engineering
University of wWaghington
Seattle 5, Washington

Dear 243

It was really very pleasant hearing from you because we had
wondered many times how you folks were getting along and really
hadn't had much to go on, I agres it would be fun to compare
Sally's and Roger's merits, dbut we will have to include Tommy in
the ploture too, He's three months 0ld now and a very pleasant
1ittle Doy,

Your acoount of the set-up in Seattle sertainly offers com-
pelling reasons for making some change, I feel Just as you do that
these next few years are very precious for us and should be spent
in the most optimal environment for intense work, I am inclined
to agree with you that the pathology jobs are not entirely without
hitches, 1% would ssem that the best environment is in a department
of blochemistry where there is a lot of stimulation and mutual assist-
ance, and one has relatively less to gain at our stage as {solated
specialists,

The Institute is in a state of very rapid change or, better,
enlargement, and 1t is difficult to predict vhat L{ts strong points
and weak ones will be even a year from now, but I am rather hopeful
that 1t will continue to be a very good place to work, The founda-
tion of the glant new clinical center is already half bduilt and the
rost of this 50 million dollar dullding is well under way., It will
be a hospital devoted completely to research and will have 500 bdeds
with extra research facilities that will be several times as great
as the present Institute., A rough comparison might be made with the
Rockefeller Institute Hospital which hae only 60 beds, I mention
these things because you still seem to be interested in them, though

for my part I rogard it more as a potential threat rather than a
possible benefits,



Our set-up now is avfully nice, Ve have six fair-sized
laboratories and two large cold rooms, equipped as well as we want
them, and a liberal budget for further squipment and assistance,

I think you mxy recall meeting Bernie Horecker and Leon Heppel at
Atlantic City. Bernie is well along in the isolation of 79N
cytochrome reductase from liver and Leon 1s doing almost as well

with the analogous IPN enzyms., Ve have a Fellow in organic chemistry,
Schrecker, who has synthesised ridoflavin phosphate and is now iso-
lating the PAD gynthesizing ensyme of yeast, 1t seems rather likely
that Ohlmeyer will come here from Germany for a 1 to 2-year Fellow-
ship, Another possidle addition is Seegmiller who worked vith

Barron and ias completing his internship at Hopkins,

Mnancially, the Commissioned Corps is rather attractive, 1
nov have the rank of Semlor Surgeon which is comparable to Commander,
and with recent extra pay allowances the anmual pay runs somevhers
near $9,000, The two grades below this one are separated by some-
thing less than §1,000 each, 1 have founi absolutely no infringe-
ment on complete freedom to do Justuwhet I thought would be the most
fun to do, Under a recent reorganisation of the Institute, we con-
stitute the Ensyme and Metabolism Section of the Laboratory of Blo-
chenisiry and Nutrition of the Rxperimental Bilology and Medicime
Institute, The other Institutes of the new National Institutes of
Health are Dental, Msntal Hygiene, Cancer, and Microbioclogy. 1 have
detalled thsse decause the plan is to have the Hxperimental Biology
and Medicine Institute devoted to fundamental research with mo re-
striction to any diseass, as contrasted with the other Institutes,
The only group doing blochemistry of the type that you would de
interested in 13 Greenstein’s in Camcer, and I doa't think your
ideas and plans would find the most mitadle enf®ironment there,

I don't Jnow vhether you would be imterested in joining our group,

and 1% 1s also a big question hov our space situation is going to

be, On the whole, I am very anxicus for you to join the Health Serv-
ice, both for your sake and thal of the Service., But it is really
desiradle that you line up & rather specific aseignment before going
ahead with any application, Is it necessary that you reach some
decision bdefore the Detroit meeting? Perhaps 1t would be worth while
for you to overshoot Detroit and drop in here at the Institute on your
way thers or back to look the place over. In any case, I will be
thinking about the whole dusiness, looking around for more informa-
tion to talk over when we got together in Desroit, It would be nice
though 1f you could make an extra effort to come here, e would really
love %0 have you,



e now have soms rather big names at the Institute, some
for only temporary stays - Yarburg, Ssent-Oyorgys, Houssay,
Wyckoff, etc, It is really quite a Joins! I would 1ike to go
on, but this is getting a 11ttle unwieldly and will have to eave
the julcler gossip for next time,

With fondest regards from Sylvy to you and Deedy,

Sincersly,

Arthur Kornberg,

AK:?



