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THE LASKER AWARD 1947
Presented By
THE AMERICAN PUBLIC HEALTH AS3OCIATION
. .To S -
OSWALD T, AVERY, M. D.

For distinguished services through studies on the chernical
coastitution of bacteria.

With unusual persistence, remarkable insight and extrzordinary accuracy of
observation, Oswald T. Avery has devoted the greater part of his scientific carcer to

the study of the pneumococeus,

. Aunimated by an uasurpassed intellectual curicsity and adesire to congquer
one of the most deadly enemies of man, he undertook to elucidate in logzical sequence
the biological activities, the immunological characteristics and the rathogenic properties
of any pneumococcus. in this ne. 50 far succeeded that tody it is fair to say that more
is knowa about this organism than @bout any other human parasite.

‘. Were this al, it would be 2 unique accomplishmens, but guite carly in the
‘course of hig investirations he became interested in gearching for achemical
explanztioafor the type specificifiugf'pneumococci. As a consequence, he digcovereg
and identified the capsular pclysac.ch‘b.rideg\'and demonstrated the'r »ole in determining

~ this specificity.

‘ He furthermore succeeded in throwing light on the immunoiogica
- zelationships of the iatracellular constituents of this orgaaism. ' '

Through these discoveries he laid.the foundation for his brilliant
analysis in chemical terms of the aatigenic constitution of the whole penumococcus.
He thus establishad a perfect nattern for the antigenic analysis of other micro-organisais
both by himself and by others who have followed in his icotsteps, '

Among Dr. Avery's many brilliant contributions to scientific knowledge,
nona has been more outstanding than his atvdies on the antigenic constitution of
bacgeria. Through them he iz one of the foundars of the zeience of immunochemictry,
Because of them our comprehension of the complex problems of infectious disease

bas been immeasguradly eariched.

AS FAXED TO Dr. Lederberg by Dr. Gutterman
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