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PREVENTION AND RESTRICTION

CHOLERA

DOCUMENT ISSUED BY THE MICHIGAN STATE BOARD OF HEALTH.

192.] Revised and Printed, August, 1885,

To the Officers and Members of Local Boards of Health in Michigan:—

GENTLEMEN :—The continuance of cholera in certain parts of Europe, the
probability that it may be brought to the larger cities of this country, and
spread from them, or that by some traveler, immigrant, or returning tourist
it may be brought to almost any town in this State even before it appears on
the seaboard,* make timely the publication of what seem to be the best means
of preventing and restricting the digease.

PROPER DIRECTION OF EFFORTS.

Asiatic cholera is not caused by anything ordinarily in this State or country,
therefore efforts for its prevention or restriction should be directed especially
towards the prevention of the introduction of that invisible cause of the dis-
ease which is produced in and spread by each infected person; and in case
the disease shall reach your locality, to the restriction and destruction of that
cause with the greatest possible haste and thoroughness. Xven now, by a
cleaning up of filthy places, and by especial care to guard the purity of wells
and other sources of water supply, most communities can be put in better
condition to control aud destroy the infection of cholera should it be intro-
duced. But when cholera appears, something must be done besides cleaning
up.

WHO WILL KEEP IT OUT OF YOUR JURISDICTION?

By reason of the tide of immigration, this country is especially liable to the
introduction of communicable diseases; and by reason of its exceedingly
imperfect support of the National Board of Health, the National Government

*In 1873 something like this occurred. Three distinct outbreaks of cholera in widely remote

arts of the United “States were traced to the unpacking of personal effects of immigrants who

ad come to New York city on uninfected vessels, exciting no suspicion there that they carried
the infection of cholera. Within thirty-six hours after they unpacked their effects, the first cases
of the disease occurred. This was at Carthage, Ohio; Crow River, Minnesota; and Yankton,
Dakota, Smwall pox was brought into Wisconsin by German immigrants who came on the
steamer Salier, landing at Baltimore May 15, reaching Black Creek, Wxs , May 19, and taken sick
May 21, 1884. Small-pox was also in 1884, introduc e(x into Shelby county, Iowd, in a similar
manner, by immigrants :‘who came thou"h Baltimore. Small-pox was blought to LeRoy;,
Michigan, by an immigrant who left Bmmun on steamer Weser, May 22, landed at New York
June 4, reached LeRoy June 9, and was taken SIGL June 8, 1884.
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