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I.

« And David said unto Gad, T am in a great strait; let us fall now into
the hand of the Lord (for his mercies are great) and let me not fall into
the hand of man.”—2 SAMUEL, xxiv. 14.
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the comforts of that class who have the greatest cause for appre-
hension ; and by providing for the sick and needy, that the
“ Lord may deliver us in the day of trouble.” And why, we
may enquire, have we been visited so lightly? <« 1It is of the
Lord’s mercies that we are not consurred, and because
his compassions fail not.” Oh! may his long suffering lead us
to repentance, unto salvation not to be repented of. May we
nationally (and be it remembered a nation is composed of
individuals) “humble ourselves under the mighty hand of God,
that He may exalt us in due time.”” May we bow down in
submission to Jesus, the prince of peace,—* and confess Him
to be Lord, to the glory of God the Father.” For he alone it
is “who forgiveth all our iniquities and healeth all our diseases,
who redeemeth our life from destruction, and crowneth us with
loving kindness and tender mercies.”
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