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ON THE ORIGIN OF CHOLERA IN HINDOSTAN;
AND ITS CONVEYANCE TO EUROPE;

By J. C. PETERS, M.D., New York City.
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It is well known that the great epidemic of 1817 commenced”
in the Delta of the Ganges, formed by the confluence of that

huge river with the equally large Burrampooter. These im-
mense rivers divide into innumerable branches, and empty into
the Bay of Bengal, by almost as many mouths.

This land, called the Sunderbunds, lies so low that for hun-
dreds of miles the whole country is almost a continuous swamp,
intersected by numerous lagoons, from which fetid exhalations,
caused by the rapid decomposition of animal and vegetable
matters, rise and hang over the land like a dense fog. The sun
seen through this noxious vapor loses none of its power, al-
though it looks, even at midday, as if obscured by ground glass.
The hot, damp, fetid air seems to clog and impede the free ac-
tion of the lungs, and one feels instinctively that its impurities
are pregnant with disease. The damp atmosphere of a hothouse,
which has been shut a long time, is less oppressive and far more
healthy than the normal atmosphere of the Sunderbunds. In
addition, the huts of the natives are built on high artificial
mounds, and cattle are frequently obliged” to be housed under
the same roof with the family; often in the same room. It is
only rarely that the mounds are large enough for the cattle to
be left outside.

Still more unfortunately, throughout the whole of the year
1816, low fevers predominated throughout this entire district,
because there had been no cold and dry season as usual, and
naught but mists, fogs, rains, and sultry winds prevailed. The
mortality in 1816 surpassed anything on record in the annals
of Bengal. The English military stations wore a gloom hardly
to be imagined. In many native villages the whole population
was ill, and the shops were shut for want of people to attend
them. The banks of the rivers were at all times covered with
the dead and dying; many bodies were left unburied in the
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