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A

DESCRIPTION
OF THE TWO

ALBINOS of EUROPE.

ALBINOS, the name by which the For-
*

tuguefe call the white Moors, who are

looked upon by the negroes as monfters. They

at a diftance might be taken for Europeans;

but, when you come near them, their white
colour appears, like that of perfons affcfted witli
a lepcofy.

In Saffure’s Voyages dans Us Alps, is the fol-

lowing account of two boys, at Chamouni, who



have been called Albinos ,

“ The elder, - who

was at the end of the year 1785, about twenty

or one and twenty years of age, had a dull look,

with lips fomewhat thick, but nothing elfe in
his features to diftinguilh him from other peo-

ple. The other, who is two years younger, is
rather a more agreeable figure: he is gay and

fprightly, and feems not to want wit. But
their eyes are not blue; the iris is of a very

diftincl rofe colour: the pupil too, when view-

ed in the light, feems decidedly red; which
feems to demonftrate, that the interior mem-

branes are deprived of the uvea, and of that

black mucous matter that fhould line them.

Their hair, their eye-brows, and eye-iafhes, the

down upon their fkin, were all, in their infancy,
of the moft perfed milk white colour, and very

'fine - but their hair is now of a reddilh caft,



and has grown pretty ftrong. Their light too.,

is fomewhat ftrengthened; though they exagger-

ate to ftraingers their averlion ior the light, and
half fhut the eye-lids, to give themfelves a more

extraordinary appearance. But thofe who, like
me, have fecn them in their infancy, before they
were tutored to this deceit, and when too few
people came to Chamouni to make this affeda,-

tion profitable to them, can atteft that then they

were not very much offended with the light of

the day. At that time they were fo little defir-

ous of exciting the curiofity of ftrangers, that

they hid themfelves to avoid fuch 5 and it was

neceffary to do a fort of violence to them, before

they could be prevailed on to allow themfelves

to be infpeded. It is alfo well known at Cha-

mouni that when they were of a proper age, they

were unable to tend the cattle like the other



chflckeß at tike fame age; and that one of their
/

uncles maintained them .out of charity, at a

time of life when others were capable of gain-
ing a fubfiftance by their labour.

I am therefore of opinion, that we may
consider thefc two lads as true Albinos 5 for if
they have not the thick lips and flat nofes of the
white negroes, it is becaufe they are Albinos of

Europe, not of Africa. This infirmity affedts

the eyes, the completion, and the colour of the
hah*; k even diminiihes the ftrength, but does
not alter the conformation of the features. Be-
fides, there are certainly in this malady various
degrees: fome may have lefs ftrength, and be
lefs able to the light; but thefc circum-

■H

fiances in thofe of Chamouni, are marked with

characters fuffidcntly ftrong to entitle them to



the unhappy advantage of being daffed with

that variety of the human fpeciea denominated
Albinos.

« When nature prefents the fame appearance
often, and with circumftances varied, we may

at laft difcover forme general law, or fome rela-

tion which that appearance has with known cau-

fes; but when a fad is fo fmgular and fo rare,
as that of thofe Albinos, it gives but little fcope

to conjedures 5 and it is very difficult to verify
thofe by which we attempt to explain it,

“ I at firft imagined that this difeafe might be
referred to a particular fort of organic debility;
that a relaxation of the lymphatic veffels with-
in the eye might fuffer the globules of the blood
to enter too abundantly into the iris, the uvea.



and even into the retina, which might occafion

the rednefs of the iris and of the pupil. The

fame debility feemed alfo to account for the in-

tolerance of the light, and for the whitenefs of

the hair.

“ But a learned phyfiologift, M. Blumenbach,
profeffor in the univerfity at Gottingen, who has
made many profound obfervations on the organs

of fight, and has confidered with great attention

the Albinos of Chamouni, attributes their in-
firmity to a different caufe.

** The ftudy of comparative anatomy has
furnifhed him with frequent opportunities of
obferving this phenomenon ; he has found it in
brutes, in white dogs, and in owls; he fays it is
generally to be feen in the warm-blooded ani-



mals •, but that he has never met with it in thole
with cold blood.

ce From his obfervations, he is of opinion,
that the rednefs of the iris, and of the other
internal parts of the eye, as well as the extreme

fenfibility that accompanies this rednefs, is ow-

ing to the total privation of that brown or

blackifti mucus, that, about the fifth week af-

ter conception, covers all the interior parts of

the eye in its found ftate. He obferves, that

Simon Pontius, in his treatife de Colorihus Ocu~

lorum, long ago remarked, that in blue eyes the
interior membranes were lefs abundantly pro-
vided with this black mucus, and were therefore

more fenfible to the aftion of light. This fen-

fibility of blue eyes agrees very well, fays M,

Blumenbach, with northern people, during their



long twilight j while, on the contrary, the deep
black in the eyes of the negroes, enables them
to fupport the fplendor of the fun’s beam in
the torrid zone.

te As to the connexion between this red co-
lour pf the eyes and the whitenefs of the fkin
and hair, the fame learned phyfiologift fays,
that it is owing to a fimilarity of flrudure*
(onfenfus ex fmilitudinefabric*. He afferts, that

this black mucus is formed only in the delicate
cellular fub&ance, which has numerous blood-
veflels contiguous to it, but contains no fat;
like the infide of the eye, the fkin of negroes,

the fpotted palate of feveral domeftic animals,
&c. And, laftly, he fays, that the colour of

the hair generally correfponds with that of the

iris. Gazette litt, de Gotingue, Odob. 1784.



** At the very time that M. Blumcnbach,

was reading this memoir to the Royal Society

of Gottingen, M. fiuzzi, furgeon to the hof-

pital at Milan, an clevc of the celebrated ana-

tomlflr Mofcati, publHhed in the Opufeoli Salti

de Milan, 1784, t. vii. p. 11. a very interefting

memoir, in which he demonfl:rates by dtfieCtion,

what Blumenbach had only fuppofed.

“ A peasant, of about thirty years of age,

died at the hofpkai of Milan, of a pulmonary
diforder, His body, being expofcd to view,

was exceedingly remarkable by the uncommon

whkenefs of the Ikin, of the hair, of the- beard,

and of all the other covered parts of the body.

M. Buzzi, who had long defired an opportunity
of differing fuch a fubjeft, immediately feized

upon this. He found the iris of the eyes per-



fe£Uy white, and the pupil of a rofe colour.
The eyes were differed with the greateft poffible

care, and were found entirely deftitute of that
black membrane, which anatomifts call the

uvea \ it was not to be feen either behind the
iris, or under the retina; within the eye there

was only found the choroid coat extremely thin

and tinged of a pale red colour, by veflels filled

with difcoloured blood. What was more ex-

traordinary, the Ikin, when detached from dif-

ferent parts of the body, feemed alfo entirely
divefted of the rete mucofum ; maceration did

not difcover the lead veftige of this, not even

in the wrinkles of the abdomen, where it is mod

abundant, and mod vifible;

se M. Buzzi likewife accounts for the white-
nefs of the Ikin and of the hair, from the ab-



fence of the rete mucofum,
which, according to

him, gives the colour to the cuticle, and to the
hairs that are fcattered over it. Among other

proofs of this opinion, he alledges a well-known

fa£t, that-if the (kin of the blacked horfe be

accidentally deftroyed in any part of the body,

the hairs that afterwards grow on that part, are

always white, becaufe the rete mucofum which

tinges thofe hairs, is never regenerated with the
(kin.

tc The proximate caufe of the whitenefs of

Albinos, and the colour of their eyes, feems

therefore pretty evidently to depend on the ab-
fence of the rete mucofum ; But what is the
remote caufe ?

“ In the firft place, it feems probable that



C H ]

men affeded with this infirmity, form no dif-

find fpecies, for they are produced from parents

that have dark fkins and black eyes. What is
it then that deftroys the rete mucofum in fuch

perfons ? M. Buzzi relates a fingular fad, which
feems to throw fomc light on this fubjedr

“ A woman of Milan, named Calcagni, had

feven fons; the two eldeft had brown hair and

black eyes*, the three next had white Ikins,

white hair and red eyes; the two laft refembled

the two eldeft. It was faid that this woman,

during the three pregnancies that produced the

Albinos, had a continual and immoderate ap-

petite for milk, which fhe took in great quan-
tities *, but that when fhe was with child of the

other four children, fhe had no fuch define. It

is not however afeertained, that this preterna-



tural appetite was not itfelf the effect of a cer-

tain heat, or interna! difeafe, which deftroyed

the rete mucofum in the children before they

were bom. ■' ij: 1

« The Albinos of ChamOuni are alfo the off-

fpring of parents with dark (kins and black eyes.

They have three lifters by the fame father and

mother, who are alfo brunettes. One of them

that I faw, had the eyes of a dark brown, and

the hair almoft black, They arc faid, however,

to be all afflifted with a weaknefs of fight.
When the lads are married, it will be curious
to obferve how the eyes of their children will
be formed. The experiment would be parti-
cularly decifive, if they were married to women

like themfelves. But this faulty conformation
feems to be more rare among women than a-



mong menj for the four of Milan, the two of
Chamouni, the one described by Mauperjtus,
the one by Helvetius, and almoft all the inftances

of thefe lingular produdtions, have been of our

fex. It is known, however, that there are races

of men and women affe&cd with this difeafe,

and that thefe races perpetuate themfelves in
Guinea, in Java, at Panama, &c.

Ie Upon the whole, this degeneration does

not feem to be owing to the air of. the moun-

tains 5 for though I have traverfed the greateft

part of the Alps, and the other mountains of

Europe, thefe are the only individuals of the

kind I ever met with:

FINIS.
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