
March B, 1950

Dre Be Ce Eleiderny
Regezreh Leborstories
2 lity ané Company,

Indianjolts G6, Indfins

Dear Dre Eletcerepr?

Tom writing te agk Lf you would comnmicety to Mre LiDy
the secompunying plun fer the foundation of a Leboretory of Mec’c7]Chen
Astyy at the Culitornia Institute of Teshoolodgy.

I nyoelf am very entimalastic about the possibilities for
feopresg through baale research In muiicing = researed of ench a nature
that it can only bo cerried on effectively ty workers iu 2 leading scimol
in the bueic scienenas I fool sure that significant procress tn sticesing
disease een be aide ky bringing medical research Inte sore tntinate contact
with the cost advenced outposts Im basic setences ami thet the only wy in
which chis cen be done is to heve nodieal rancirch besome an intrinsts part
of the aetivitica in isber-terics in whteh beste acience ta being edhrancedle

Our iorediate proposal is that we construct « Laborstory of
Medicel Chemistry at the California Institute of Teeimolozy, which vould
be completely integrated with the Gates ami Grellin Inboretories of Cham
istry, and essertislly aleo with the Kersthorf Laboratory of Binlory. We
do not plan to heave a separate gtaff in the Iaboratory of Medien Chentatry}
instesd, thi2c. in this laboratory vould be carried on ty the mentors of
the Diviglen of Ghosistry and Chemical and wuld be under the
administrative supervision of the Chaizmmen of the Division of Chenistry and
Chenical Encineerings Part of our pen is to make available to youn; MeDets
wo are plamnin: te co inte a carser of medicel research opporiumitices for

in the basic sciences and for instruction in new techniques that
might be useful in nedical researthe 4b the present tine wo hove a half
dozen young M.De's wring alen: these lince in eur cheulstey latoretorier,
axl wa hope to ineresse this mumber signi » om thet in a fow yoors |
there would be tuclve or fifteen youny nem with Huds working in
the Laboratory of Hedicel Chealstey, in eollatoration with menbers of our
staff, =<ad ohicining in thie uay e scund Imovleics of Basic science, includ
ing its recent develomunte, snd an acqusintonee with the moet modorn tech
niquese

 

Yo Love ciseussed this nlen with ea representative of som
of the foundetions, ord 1% seems clesr that it will be possible to obtain
financial sugport for the program. Our principe neod at the present tins
ia the tuliding itself « the Laboratory of Medical Chemistry. On the ag
companying proposal it is mentioned that thia Lahoratory of Madiaal
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Chazistry would cost apsremiuately $ 1,000,000.Thare fa, I think, the pos~
sibility that a grant could be obtained from the National Bealth Institutes
°o be used for construction for part of the taiiding and for the provision
of equipment. However, we sust find a gwa of approximately § 750,000
for construction of tha building before progress ean be made with the pro=
grea as & voles

I have becn encouraged te write to you, ard te aak if you
would suumit this plan to Mre lilly for consideration, ty the news that
the Campbell Soup company has mede a grant of $1,000, t the Masom-
chunetta Institute of Technology, and that this wilh be used for
the construction of a buildings. I believe that the provision of a Lator~
atory of Medical Chenlstry et the California Institute of Teoh: will
indeed lead to very sigrificant precress in the attack on prohlen of
‘iman heulth and discugee

A description of our general program is given in the ap-
plication that we made four yeors aro te theTxational Poundetion for
infuntile Parclysis and the Rockefeller Foundation for grenta in support
of the programs The present plon, thst of constructing a Labor:tery of |
Medical Chenistry and of extcnding our activities to include the training
of young NeDels for careers in medical recoarchy is sn outgrowth of the
procrem described in 1946.

Sincerely yours,


